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Summary: 

This paper introduces the review of the UK Nuclear Decommissioning & 

Radioactive Waste Policy. A formal consultation is expected to launch 

shortly, so the paper also sets out a suggested plan for the development 

of the Council’s response to a key area of UK Nuclear Policy with 

potentially significant implications for Copeland. 

Recommendation: 

That Members of the Board: 

1. Note the information in this paper; 

2. Commit to contributing to a future SNEB workshop to develop the 

Council’s response; 

3. Delegate authority to the Chief Executive in consultation with the 

Chair of the Board and the Portfolio Holder for Nuclear and Corporate 

Services to finalise and submit the consultation response, with input 

from members of SNEB as per recommendation 2. 

1. Introduction 

1.1. The Department for Business, Energy & Industrial Strategy (BEIS) is 

the government department responsible for civil nuclear policy in 

the UK. Some specific aspects of nuclear policy are devolved 

matters, such as Higher Activity Waste in Scotland. 



 

 

1.2. The current Radioactive Waste Management Policy was published 

in July 1995 (Command Paper 2919) and the current 

Decommissioning Policy was published in 2004. 

1.3. Over the last 12 months, BEIS has been engaging with stakeholders 

on plans to update the policy to reflect developments since the 

time of publication. Council officers have been involved in this early 

engagement via the NDA’s Theme Overview Groups. 

1.4. In February 2021, BEIS is due to launch a consultation on the new 

draft Policy. 

2. Policy Drivers 

2.1. The purpose of the new Policy is to set out an up-to-date, coherent, 

high-level policy for the sustainable decommissioning and clean-up 

of the UK’s nuclear facilities. 

2.2. There are a number of drivers for change to the Policy, including: 

 To ensure that the Policy supports the delivery of UK Industrial 

Strategy and Nuclear Sector Deal; 

 To ensure that UK Decommissioning and Radioactive Waste 

Policy are aligned with current NDA Strategy and radioactive 

waste strategy; 

 To ensure that decommissioning and radioactive waste 

management activities are delivered in line with fundamental 

safety principles; 

 To reflect a risk-based approach to integrated waste 

management; 

 To reflect developments in technology, industry best practice 

and approaches to decommissioning; 

 To reflect changes such as those to the guidance on release 

from regulation of nuclear licenses sites in the final stages of 

decommissioning and clean-up; 

 To set out a clean UK policy position on Near Surface Disposal 

and other options for disposal of radioactive wastes; 



 

 

 To set out the flow down and influence of international 

standards and good practice; 

 To define the interfaces with other aspects of Policy, including 

spent fuels and nuclear materials management; 

 To reflect the principles of the UN Sustainable Development 

Goals in order to ensure that different parties understand their 

role in sustainable decommissioning and clean-up; 

 Lifecycle/system thinking – to ensure that new installations 

and facilities are designed and operated with decommissioning 

in mind; 

 To set out expectations for the nuclear sector to maintain skills, 

share learning and support the supply chain thereby improving 

the sector’s standing on the domestic and international stage. 

3. Next Steps & Conclusion 

3.1. It is anticipated that the consultation will be launched in February. 

The duration of the consultation is unknown but there is a 

possibility that the timing of the deadline will not align with the next 

meeting of SNEB in April 2021. 

3.2. Therefore, to ensure that members of SNEB have opportunity to 

contribute to the Council’s response, the Nuclear & Energy Team 

proposes that a virtual workshop is held before the consultation 

deadline. The purpose of this workshop will be to share more 

information on the draft Policy document, and collate feedback 

from Members. 

3.3. The Council’s response will be drafted based on input from 

members during this workshop. If timings allow, this response will 

be brought back to a future meeting of SNEB for endorsement. To 

account for the possibility that this is not possible, delegated 

authority for development of the response is requested. In this 

case, the draft response would be circulated to members of SNEB 

for comment before submission. 



 

 

3.4. More information will be shared by BEIS and the NDA at a workshop 

in February facilitated by the Nuclear Legacy Advisory Forum 

(NuLeAF), of which the Council is a member. 


